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Every second counts
in fight to preserve

of the day, as we go about our daily lives,
the world around us changes. One second
seems so short, but in that time 4.2 people
are born on earth, and 1.8 people die.
at does that mean for the world, and
what can we do about it?
[S 49 TUDe Iy Uie Peanneed
E eat, and farmers around the world are
producing huge amounts of food. Every
second, over 500 hamburgers are eaten in
Just one of the world's major fast-food
chains. In fact, we make enough to feed
everyone on the planet. However, every
second, 0.3 people around the world starve
to death. To make things worse, we waste.
a lot of the food we produce. Just in
Japan, 2,540 rice balls' worth of food is
thrown away every second.
Fortunately, people around the world
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are taking action and we can all make a
difference. For example, there are food
banks which provide excess food to the
people who need it. In Japan, this reduces
waste by about one and a half rice balls’ «
worth per second. We can help by
volunteering at these food banks, or
donating food to them. Individually, we
can also choose to buy less and waste less
food. »
TR, Oz, $delk, We all need
somewhere to live, and the world’s forests
are home to over 80 percent of the animals
living on land. However, every second, 20
tennis courts' worth of forests are cut *
down for farmland, paper products, or
houses. As a result, many animals are
losing their natural habitats. Some animals
try to find new homes in towns and cities,
but they are often killed by people. =

Forests are also important for people because
forests absorb carbon dioxide and turn it into oxygen.
This gives us air to breathe and also reduces the
amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. Scientists

+ think that carbon dioxide is one of the main causes of
global warming, and every second around the world we
release 32 gymnasiums' worth of it into the atmosphere.
With fewer forests to absorb this carbon dioxide, we
can expect less oxygen and faster global warming.

To respond to this problem, some countries are
creating more reserves and national parks to protect
our forests and preserve the natural habitats of
endangered animals and plants. Around the world, we
are also planting five tennis courts’ worth of trees per

= second. This is a good start, but not enough. We need
to replace all of the trees we cut down. That way, our
forests can continue to absorb carbon dioxide and slow
global warming. In our school we are going on a free-
planting trip next week. This is something we can do

* together to help our environment.
iR, Our world is changing
every second of our day. Some people might find this
frightening, but there are positive things we can do.
Donating to or volunteering at a food bank, organizing a
“ tree-planting day—these are all things that anyone can
do. You can do them, too, when you have a free second.
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When you read a new text,

think about these questions. LN STy
SRR E— b
Who was it written for?
» The audience Q AL
Why was it written? =
The purpose
What kind of text is it? ,‘ ~Y
The text genre: L
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